
London Launch for All Female  
Shakespeare Troupe 

This October sees the London launch of a brand-new all-female Shakespeare 
Company – Smooth Faced Gentlemen. 

The new company, a response to numerous all-male Shakespeare productions 
in recent years, are holding their launch night on 29 October at the New 
Diorama Theatre, the highly-regarded champion of young and emerging 
companies. 

Smooth Faced Gentlemen formed in April this year and presented their first 
production at the Buxton Fringe in July. Their stripped-down, inventive and 
powerful version of Romeo And Juliet took the Fringe by storm, receiving rave 
reviews and earning the Fringe’s coveted Best Production award. 

This production will form the central part of the evening, which is a chance to 
showcase the company, its work and its plans to industry members, press and 
potential funders. 

The company is the first of its kind in Britain, where even individual 
productions of Shakespeare by all-female casts are quite rare. The idea however 
has risen to prominence recently, with the announcement of the Donmar’s 
upcoming all-female Julius Caesar and numerous actors and press 
denouncing the continuing shortage and narrowness of roles available to 
women in theatre. 

Buoyed by their success so far, Smooth Faced Gentlemen hope to present a 
series of new Shakespeare productions in London and the Edinburgh Fringe in 
the coming years, leading to a self-sustaining year-round company presenting 
innovative productions of Shakespeare, all with an all-female cast. 

"With a genuine awareness of the craft of making theatre, this production set out its 
agenda from the first line and never let go"  - Buxton Fringe Review 
 

The Smooth Faced Gentlemen Launch Night will be held on 29 October at the 
New Diorama Theatre, Regents Place, NW1 3BF. 

The evening will last from 7pm to 10pm, with the performance (approx. 70 
minutes in length) commencing at 8pm. 

To be included on the guest list, please email 
launch@smoothfacedgentlemen.com. 

For more information and photos contact Yaz on 
yaz@smoothfacedgentlemen.com or call 07958 372299.



Notes 

1. Smooth Faced Gentlemen was founded and is run by Ashlea Kaye and Three’s Company (Yaz 
Al-Shaater, Tom Crawshaw, and Michael Grady-Hall), in April 2012. It came about after 
conversations on the subject of all-male companies, and was partly inspired by the RSC’s casting 
of a female actor (Pippa Nixon) as The Bastard in King John. 

2.  Romeo & Juliet was Smooth Faced Gentlemen’s first exploratory production. Undertaken as a 
proof-of-concept, it sold unexpectedly well and won Best Production at Buxton Fringe 2012. A 
fast-paced, stripped-down production, with no set, simple costume, and a highly-energetic cast 
of seven, it used inventive doubling, complex lighting, and innovative use of space to tell the 
famous story, performed in front of, behind, above, and literally on top of the audience. It was 
directed and co-produced by Three’s Company. 

3. Three’s Company is a multi-award-winning theatre company founded by Yaz Al-Shaater, Tom 
Crawshaw, and Michael Grady-Hall in 2000 (when they were 13). They regularly produce work in 
London and the UK Fringe circuit, specialising in comedy, new writing and interactivity. They 
co-founded Smooth Faced Gentlemen, and will produce and direct the group’s first few works. 

4.  Michael Grady-Hall trained at RADA. He has since appeared at The National (Burnt By The 
Sun, The White Guard, Antigone and currently Damned by Despair) and the RSC (A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, Cardenio, A City Madam). He still performs, writes, and directs with Three’s 
Company. He will return to the RSC next year as part of their 2013-14 season. 

5.  Yaz Al-Shaater studied at Central School of Speech & Drama. Directing work includes the 
critically acclaimed experimental comedy Auditorium (C Venues, Edinburgh Fringe 2008), Not 
The Messiah (Pavilion Arts Centre, Buxton Fringe 2011) and Later Showers (UK tour, summer 
2005). Outside of Three’s Company he has performed in several site-specific works by Bread And 
Goose and Vauxhall Collective as well as playing Romeo in Romeo And Juliet (Ludlum Theatre, 
Derby) and Macbeth in Macbeth (Shifting Sands, Buxton). 

6.  Tom Crawshaw studied Philosophy at Oxford University. Directing credits include Play On 
Words (Tristan Bates Theatre, London, 2010) and The Importance Of Being Frank (Pavilion Arts 
Centre, Buxton Fringe 2011). As a writer has written 17 plays for the stage, which have been 
performed across the UK and internationally. He was awarded the Cameron Mackintosh Award 
for New Writing in 2007. 

7. Ashlea Kaye recently graduated from Drama Studio London. She co-founded and manages 
Smooth Faced Gentlemen, and is playing Juliet in their debut production. Recent acting credits 
include The World’s Greatest Walking Tour Of Edinburgh (Pleasance, Edinburgh Fringe 2012) and 
The Tempest (White Bear, London, 2011). Assistant directing credits include Not The Messiah. 

8. The New Diorama Theatre is an 80-seat theatre in Regents Place, NW1. Opened in April 2010, 
it and has rapidly gained a strong reputation for discovering and fostering the most exciting new 
theatre companies from the UK and abroad. It’s unique approach to programming focuses on 
companies (rather than just shows) with strong artistic vision and has recently hosted some of 
London’s must-have tickets. 

9. Romeo And Juliet cast and crew:  
Mariam Bell – Prince Escalus / Friar John / Peter 
Carmina Bernhardt – Lady Capulet / Benvolio 
Francesca Binefa – Nurse / Paris / Montague 
Carly Jukes – Friar Lawrence / Tybalt 
Ashlea Kaye – Juliet / Abraham / Apothecary  
Henri Merriam – Capulet / Mercutio 
Leila Sykes – Romeo / Sampson 
Directed by – Yaz Al-Shaater, Michael Grady & Tom Crawshaw 
Produced by – Ashlea Kaye, Yaz Al-Shaater, Michael Grady & Tom Crawshaw 
 



..DEAR  FRIEND ..

“COME CRUSH A
CUP OF WINE”
at the launch night of

A NEW tHEAtRE COMPANy CREAtINg 

FRESH, FASt, FAItHFUll
A l l - F e m A l e
ShakeSpeare.
AN INtROdUCtION tO A UNIqUE NEW COMPANy.

FREE dRINkS.
and a scratch-preview of our 

award-winning debut

ROMEO & jUlIEt.
MONDAY 29th OCtOBER.
7pm-10pm.
PERFORMANCE stARts 8PM.
new diorama theatre. nw1 3Bf.

“ONE MORE MOSt WElCOME 
MAkES OUR NUMbER MORE”
guests welcome.  rsvp essential.

LAUNCh @ sMOOtHFACEdgENtlEMEN . COM
tO REPly,  OR tWEEt @SMOOtHFACEdgENt
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